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PRO v. XIV. 32. 
But the righteous hath hope in his death. 


E are now in a ſtate of trial, in 

which (ed hath made a clear re- 

velation of his will, and given us 

all poſſible encouragements to live 

in obedience to him: but when 

we depart out of this life, we enter upon a new un- 

changeable ſtate, in which we ſhall be rewarded or 

puniſhed, according to the things done in the body. 

Nothing therefore more highly concerns us than to 

die well. It we do not ſucceed in our affairs at one be 

time here, we may hope to do better another; if 

we meet with troubles at preſent, it is ſome conſo- 

lation to conſider that the time is ſhort  biit if death 

finds ns unprepared, our caſe is very deplorable. 

Fur ® there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſ= 

dom in the grave, whither we are all going. If we . 

work not while it is day, the night cometh when no man 

can work, And tho we muſt all undergo this awful 

change, yet || we know not the day of our death); for 

what is our life ? it is even a vapour that appeareth for 

a little time, and then vaniſheth away. The conſidera- 

tion of this great uncertainty of our lives ſhould ex- 

cite us to make a timely preparation for our latter 

end. Till this be done, our condition is not ſafe, 

nor can we be eſteemed happy, whatever our pre- 

ſent circumſtances are. For what will it ſignify 

to live in fullneſs and ſplendor here for a few years, 

if we are miſerable for ever in the world to come”? 
dh 2 eee eee e 
Eceleſ. ix. 10. Þ Jobn ix. 4. Gen. xxvii. 2. ** Jam. ive 14. 
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4 A SERMON: occaſion'd by the 
Since ſo much depends upon our dying, ſhould we 
hot engufre how, we muſt live in order to make 4 
happyend? Now this important queſtion is eaſily 
anſwer d from the text; which aſſures us that the 
righteous hath hope in his death. Where by the righteous, 
Solomon doth” not only mean one who lives in the 
exerciſe of juſtice, which is the ſenſe of this word * 
in ſome places of ſeripture; nor yet one, who per- 
forms all thoſe duties, which he owes to his neigh- 
bour f, as it ſignifies in other places. The righte 
ous man obſerves theſe things; but he is withal 
religious in other reſpects. He is here ſet in oppo- 
ſition to the wicked, and therefore is ſuppoſed to 
live in the practice of all virtue. Such a man may 
comfortably hope in God, when he comes to die. 
Thoſe expectations, which he entertain'd in his 
health, will abide with him in the critical moment 
Of ;his, death. And this proverbial ſaying of the 
wiſe man is generally ſpeaking true, if we.under- 
ſtand it of thoſe comfortable hopes, which good men 
enjoy at the time of their death; and is always 
true, if we underſtand it of that ground, which 
they have for theſe hopes. WET 


The Greek verſion reads 3 & ve], Y ve, db 
Jixales, from whence I conjecture that the authors 
of it, as well as thoſe of the oriental verſions, read 
Wu in his integrity, inſtead of 151119 in his death, 
which might eaſily happen. And it cannot be de- 
nied that their reading ſeems to anſwer more ex- 
actly to the former clauſe, which ſays, the wicked is 
driven away in his wickedneſs. But then this ſenſe is 
not inconſiſtent with that of our Engliſh tranſlation 
tho it be more extenſive. For according to this 
reading the meaning of the whole proverb may be 
thus expreſſed. Tho the wicked man promiſe him- 
© ſelf great pleaſure, and be ever ſo bold and confi- 
dent in his wickedneſs, it will not give him true 
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death of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Gould. 5 
ſatisfaction; when calamity or death comes upon 
him, he will be diſpirited, hopeleſs, and full of 
trouble: but the righteous may confide in his in- 
grity and take pleaſure it in at all times. In time 
of affliction, and in the hour of death he will 
© have peace in his own mind, and good hope in the 
© mercy of God, | (2. 

But I may be allow'd to follow the reading of rhe 
Hebrew text, to which our own verſion is agreea- 
ble; eſpecially ſince ſome antient tranſlators, as 
* Aquila, Theodotion, and Symmachus, did moſt 
certainly read it as we do. And tho Solomon ſpeaks 


of the wickedneſs of the bad man in the former part 


of the verſe, he might mention the death of the righ- 
reous in the latter, more plainly to ſhew the advan- 


tage of a holy life, as affording men much fatisfa&ior, 


and comfortable hopes at that time, which moſt of 


all tries the principles of men, and difcovers what 
reality there is in their expectations. 


It hath been remarked f that the Hebrew words | 


are ambiguous, and that his death may refer to the 


wicked man, who is ſpoken of in the former clauſe. 


When his meaſures are diſconcerted, and he is taken 
away, the righteous ſhall have cauſe to rejoice in his 
death, becauſe he ſhall then be deliver'd from all 


his oppreſſions. But tho this ſenſe be ingenious, and 


agreeable to other ſcriptures; yet it is uncertain at 
beſt, and deſtroys that oppoſition between the two 
clauſes of the verſe, and between the ſtate of the 
wicked and the righteous, which 1s the great beau- 
ty of theſe proverbial ſentences. NE | 
The learned Grotius thinks that death is here put 
for affliction. And *tis certain that guilt dejects the 
minds of men in calamitous times, difturbing them 
with many uneaſy reflections, and many perplexing 
fears : but a good conſcience inſpires men with cou- 
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* See Bos's edition of the Septuagint. f Capell. in locum. 
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at his death. 


6 ASERMON occaſion d by the 
rage and boldneſs, and yields nem great peace and 
conſolation in all their afflictions. But is it to be 


ſuppos'd that Solomon confiu'd his obſervations to 


this caſe ? May we not rather conclude that he made 


his remarks alſo upon the dying ſtate of good and 


bad men? Could ſo wiſe an obſerver take no notice 
how the minds of departing ſinners were dejected, 
and ſtung with bitter remorſe, when they reflected 
upon their ungodly lives ; while the righteous man 
at his death had great ſatisfaction in his own breaſt, 
and good aflurance of the favour of God ? This 
was the obſervation of his royal father ; * Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that 


Upon the whole therefore, we may conclude, a- 


greeably to our tranſlation, that as Solomon frequent- 


ly repreſents the other great advantages of a religious 


life; ſo he recommends it in this place as affording 


men comfortable hopes at all times, eſpecially at the 


point of death. The words being thus underſtood, 
very aptly expreſs the character and the hopes of the 
late worthy paſtor of this congregation, whole death 
is the unhappy occaſion of our preſent aſſembling. 
And in ſpeaking to them in this view, I propoſe, 


I. to give ſome farther account of the righteous 
man. 

II. to conſider what hope he may. jultly entertain 

III. to demonſtrate his great happineſs in having 
this hope when he is about to leave this world. 


I. I am in the firſt place to give ſome farther ac- 
count of the righteous man. And here it is to be 
obſerv'd, that ſome eminent part or principle of re- 
ligion is frequently put for the whole of it by the ſa- 
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* Plal. xxxvii. 37. 
cred 


cred Writers. Thus the fear and love of God ſome- 
times Gemprehend all the duties of a religious lite, 
which they powerfully engage men to perform. 
'Thoſe words which expreſs the duties more imme- 
diately relating to God, often include all the reſt ; 
and ſo likewiſe righteouſneſs, which more properly 
denotes the duties we owe to men, in many places 
takes in the whole compaſs of religion. According 
to this ſenſe of the word, he deſerv'd the charac- 
ter of a righteous Jew, who believ'd in all the 
promiſes, and. kept all the commandments of God ; 
who neither neglected nor rely'd upon the cere- 
monials of the law, but was more zealous in ob- 
ſerving the moral precepts of it, as being more eſ- 
ſential and neceſſary parts of true religion; whoſe 
thoughts, deſires, and paſſions were under the go- 
vernment of his reaſon, and his whole behaviour was 
. pure, ſober, and humble: who did juſtice, lov'd 
: mercy, and ſpake the truth in his heart ; who wor- 
| ſhipped God with a pure mind according to that 
g inſtitution, and kept himſelf from the fins and ido- 
3 latries of thoſe times, rather chuſing to ſuffer for 
a good conſcience, than to renounce the truth upon 
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. any conſideration. If we regard the righteous 

man as living under the more clear and perfect diſ- 
s | penſation of the goſpel, it is ſtill his character to 
| obey the whole will of God. Now we know *tis 
n || the will of God, as reveal'd in the chriſtian reli- 
gion, that we believe on his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and 
g || make an open profeſſion of his name. All our prayers 

are to be addreſs'd to God, and all our thanſgivings 

render'd to him in the name of Chrit, * who is 
NE the only mediator between God and men. On him we 
\ | muſt rely for the remiſſion of our fins upon repen- 
2- | fance, and for the acceptance of all our religious 
a. performances. And it is eaſy indeed to perſuade 


men to rely, on the merits of Chriſt for ſalvation. 
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courſe, profeſs to do this. The great diſicuſty is to 
prevail with men to live in obedience ta chis laws 


tho nothing is more plain than that he did not ſhed 


his precious blood to juſtify and ſave them in their 
fins, but to encourage them to repentance and a good 


life by the hope of pardon and ſalvation. Tis not 


therefore the moſt confident reliance on the merits of 
Chriſt, nor any thing elſe, which can denominate us 
righteous, if we are not conformable to his life and 


precepts; if our minds are not renew'd by the ſpirit 


of God, and our lives thorowly reform'd. St. John 
therefore gives us a juſt deſcription of the righteous 
man, Let no man deceive you, he that doth righteouſneſs 
is righteous, even as he is righteous. He doth not there- 


fore only make a profeſſion of religion, bur alſo lives 


well; and tho he cannot come up to the perfect 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, yet he makes his example 
and commands the rule of his conduct, and doth not 
wilfully omit any part of his duty. He is not with- 
out infirmities, but he doth not live in the practice of 
fin; and as he f abſtains from all appearance of evil 


himſelf, ſo he is grieved at the wickedneſs of others, | 


when he ſees them do what will be deſtructive to 
themſelves; and diſhonourable to religion. 7 

The principles of his actions are pure and gene- 
rous. Tho he endeavours to maintain the credit of 
religion by an unblameable converſation; yet he 
doth not do good for the applauſe of men, nor 


abſtain from fin becauſe of that ſhame with which 


it is uſually attended. The fear of the Moſt High 
reſtrains him from evil; and his love to God and 
Jeſus Chriſt makes him delight in keeping their com- 
mandments. The glory of his maker, the ſalvation 
of his own ſoul, and doing good to men, are the 


great things which employ his thoughts, and direct 
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* 1 John iii. 7, ＋ 1 Theſſ. v. 2 2. 
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Many who live wickedly, nay Who die nz vitesse 
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death of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Gould. 9 


$ the courſe of his actions. Having theſe excellent 
principles, theſe noble views, he is as good in pri- 
vate, as he is before men, and would not do a wic- 
d ed and unjuſt thing, tho he could conceal it from 
F all the world. 155 | 

a = As to the compaſs of his practice, it extends it- 
ſelf to all the duties of religion. He devoutly wor- 


part well, as a magiſtrate or a private perſon, as a 
parent or a child, as a maſier or a ſervant. He ne- 
ver thinks to atone for the neglect of one duty by 
Qt If the performance of another. Many indulge them- 
© ſelves in thoſe fins, with which they are moſt eaſily 
* entangled; and take the liberty to omit thoſe duties 
{| which are contrary to their intereſt and inclination. 
of But ſuch are far from being righteous men: for the 
practice of every virtue is neceſſary to finiſh the 
„ character of the righteous ; but one vitious cuſtom 
o If will rank them in the number of the unrighteous. _ 
1 But I cannot now more fully draw his character, 
e- IM and deſcribe in all the parts of his ufeful life; and 
of || ſhall therefore only add that his good principles render 
10 his obedience conſtant and perſevering. He daily 
Or EF makes farther improvements in knowledge and virtue 
ch by a diligent uſe of all the means of religion; and by 
zh patient continuance in well doing to the end of his 
d lite, he ſecures to himſelf a happy paſſage out of it. 


| 
f I ſhips God in private and in publick. He is juſt and 
S I merciful towards men, and liveth in the conſtant 
d I exerciſe of humility, purity, temperance, and all 
© If other virtues. He is particularly careful ro become 
n that ſtation of life which is aſſign'd him by the wiſe 
5 | governour of the world ; and endeavours to a& his 
© I 


on II. I am to conſider what hope the righteous may 
ns | juſtly entertain at his death. And, 
& 1. He may then hope he ſhall die in the favour of 


the Almighty. The notion which men in general 
have of God, is that he poſſeſſes all perfections, one 
| of which is infinite __— The wicked nee 
n B be- 


* 


terror, and ſometimes fill them with very uneaſy ap- 


V hom they have continually affronted by their fins; 


vour As he doth not allow himſelf in thoſe things 


. teouſly. * The Lord will give grace and glory : no good 
thing will he withold from them who walk uprightly. He 


8 | : * 
10 ASERMON occaſion d by the 


believe this of him, and are inwardly convinc'{ 
that he abhors all their ſinful actions. For thigy: 
reaſon the thoughts of God ſtrike their minds with 


prehenſions in their higheſt mirth. At the period of 
their lives, when they have fill'd up the meaſure oi 
their iniquity, they dread the moſt amiable being, 


and their conſciences terrify them with dire pre- 
ſages of that vengeance which they have ſo long 
deſerved. But he who hath truly repented of all his, . 
ſins, and lives in a conſtant courſe of obedience, 
will naturally conceive good hopes of the divine fa- 


which are offenſive to his maker, he hath no need to 
fear his diſpleaſure. The thoughts of God may give. 
him great delight, becauſe he is conſcious to himſelt] 5, ; 
of doing what he approves; and the longer he lives 
in his fervice, the greater aſſurance he will have; 
of his love. In all his wants he can addreſs his 
prayers to him in hope of a favourable anſwer. 
Whenever he thinks of a being ſo excellent and mer- 

ciful, ſo good and powerful, eſpecially in all times E, 
of trouble and diſtreſs, he will feel an inexpreſſi- 
ble joy ſpringing up in his heart. The thoughts 
of the ſupreme ruler of the world, whom he hath 
faithfully ſerved, will ſupport his mind, and give 
him juſt cauſe to expe& a happy concluſion of all 
his afflictions. When he arrives at the end of his 
days, and hath made full proaf of his love and o- Ne: 
bedience to God, he hath {till better ground for his 

truſt and confidence in him. As good hopes of the 
divine favour are the neceſſary effects of a holy life; &. 
ſo they will more abundantly low from the promiſes | 
of God, which are all made to them who live righ- N. 


* Pal, læxxiv. 11. mY 
_ hath 


death of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Gould. 11 
hath engaged to hear their prayers, to ſuccour them 
in temptation, to provide for their neceſſities, to, 
deliver them from evil, and never to leave nor. 
forſake them. It would be pleaſant, but too prolix, 
to recite many particular promiſes, of which there 
is a rich variety in ſcripture ſutable to every ſtate 
of good men in this life. With what pleaſure may 
the righteous apply them to himſelf ar all times? 
IHlow ſweetly will they reliſh upon a death-bed, 
when he is (atisfy'd within himſelf that he is one of 
hoſe to whom they are made thro Jeſus Chriſt. 
2. In conſequence of his dying in the fayour of 
od, he will alſo have a comfortable perſuaſion 
hat he ſhall paſs into a better ſtate. Having be- 
haved himſelf well in this life, he will upon good 
ground hope for ſome reward at the concluſion of it. 
\lmighry God being perfectly holy, is without doubt 
offended with the actions of the wicked, and pleaſed 
ith the conduct of the righteous; and as he is the 
preat Lord of the world, to whom all men are account- 
Able as his creatures and ſubjects, he is concern'd to 
puniſh irreclaimable ſinners, and to reward perſeve- 
ring ſaints. Tis- plain they have not their rewards 
and puniſhments in this ſtate ; for many bad men live 
and die in great proſperity, even tho they oppreſs 
the godly : and good men frequently ſuffer great diſ- 
treſs and perſecution, From whence it may be in- 
er'd with the higheſt reaſon, that good things are 
eſerv'd for the righteous, and evil things for the 
vicked, after this life. This may be the rather con- 
luded upon, if we conſider that remarkable ven- 
Feance hath ſometimes overtaken ſinners, and that 
righteous men have been bleſſed with ſignal favours 
and deliverances. There are many inſtances of this 
Find in ſacred and profane hiſtory, which may cauſe 
s to ſay with the pſalmiſt *, Verily there is a reward 
or the righteous ; verily he is a God who judgeth in the 
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earth. Such reflections as theſe upon the preſent fro. 
ſtate of things; ſerious conſiderations of the natu- Ito 
ral deſires, and wonderful faculties of the mind, to- We 
gether with an antient and general opinion of its Wall 
1mmortality, inclin'd them, who had no hope of a tio 
reſurrection, to believe that the ſouls of good men Ithi 
took their flight into happier abodes when they were Nun 
releas d from the priſon of their bodies. And there pu. 
ſeems to be good ground for this perſuaſion, which Wha 
almoſt naturally ſprings up in the minds of men. ſled 
For as no motion of matter can produce thought or I tec 
reaſon, we may conclude the thinking part of out I bo 
compoſition is diſtin& from the body, and conſe-W kn 
quently will not be buried in its ruins, nor any where bu 
doze away a long interval in a ſtate of inſenfibility. Fin 
Accordingly our Saviour “ aflures us that they whoſſ rel 
kill the body are not able to kill the foul. And f Solo- th 
mon, ſpeaking of the diſſolution of the body, ſays, I an 
Then ſhall the duſt return io the earth us it was, and th T 
ſpirit ſhall return unto God, who gave it. Now ſince the de 
ſoul ſurvives, no doubt a place ſutable to irs quality re 
is arg gym for it, and the ſouls of ſaints departedſſ tr 
reſt in a ſtate of ſecurity and joy. This + our Lord or 
infers from that place where God calls himſelf 25 
God of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God « 
Jacob, after their deceaſe. Now, ſays he, God ii! 
not the God of the dead, but of the living. Theſe 
words therefore implied his commucicating favours 

to them, and their enjoyment of him at that time, 
of which they had been utterly incapable, if theilf g. 
ſouls had been deprived of all ſenſe. And not to add al 
other places, we are inform'd by * St. Paul, thai ir 
good Chriſtians are preſent with the Lord, when the)ſſ i 
are abſent from the body. So that the righteons ma C 
hope to live in a better ſtate, in which there will it 
be no alluring objects to withdraw his affeRtiony ti 


* — 1 
8 a 


„ 


— „ 


r Mai . M's» * 6 =— I War +, ww? n R 8 „ N 2 x. oo. 1 0 * ; | » ; ( * 
" Mat. x. 2 Eecleſ. xii Mat. xxit. 32. Ex. iti. 
. * 0 1 0 * * l +. PR bd; 
or 8 „ 1 
! — ' bd % py g 20 . 0 f 45 
— | A : ! 25 -4 ji 
ET Tk fro 
„ * ho oh ty is 
I : ; 4 * Yi , 1 * 5 1 f 10 , 
4 9 a N P Yo . * 
a 1 8 & 8 7 4; 3 * $ 15 7 
: n 
e '., N 
# + * wrt 1 1 * 40 * F = * * : 
ö 85 980 We 
Fi 


y ! "WM E. N 
1 43 A. W 4 * 'F N 


$:4 
n 


4 


; Ras - 
9 
. 


death of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Gould. 13 


rom God; no cares, no troubles, no infirmities. 
to interrupt the enjoyment of him. He will then 
be ſecure from all temptations and dangers, from 
all envy and malice, from all ſlander and perſecu- 
tion, and from every evil, to which he is ſubje& in. 
en this life. And may we not ſuppoſe that the pure 
re Nunbodied ſpirit will exerciſe its faculties more freely, 
re ¶ purſue truth with greater attention and ſucceſs, and 
ch ¶ have a more eaſy, diſtin&, and comprehenſive know- 
en. Micdge, when it is not confined to the uſe of imper- 
or fect organs, nor taken up with the care of a frail 
zur body, nor diverted by any other avocations? We 
ſe· ¶ know indeed but little of the ſeparate ſtate of ſouls ; 
ere but to be ſure the righteous will then be fill'd with 
ty. inconceivable pleaſure and tranquillity : whether he 
reflect on his conduct on this ſide the grave; or 
lo- think of that happy time, when his joy ſhall be full 
vs, and compleat after the reſurrection of his body. 
ME The notion of them, who deny this, doth not indeed 
deſtroy the motives to à religious life, where the 
reſurrection is firmly maintain'd ; but it ſeems con- 
trary to plain ſcripture and to true philoſophy. And 
one wou'd think all good men ſhould rather deſire to 
live in a ſtate of more clear knowledge, and more 
intimate communion with God, than to be inſen- 
ſible; according to the wiſh of St. Paul, who hoped 
for ſome immediate gain by his death *®. — 
3. The righteous man dies in hope of riſing 
again from the dead. This our Lord concluded a- 
gainſt the Sadduces from the words, which have been 
alledged before. And whether his reaſoning was 
in common obvious to the Jews or no, we muſt allow 
it to be juſt and accurate. For if he was ſtill their 
God, becauſe they lived in the enjoyment of him ; 
it was reaſonable to think their bodies would ſome- 
time have a part in their glorious rewards, that the 
whole man might be made compleatly happy toge- 
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14 100 N 
ther, as the whole was employ'd in the: ſervice vc 
God: But perhaps the Jews knew much better how: 
to draw ſuch concluſions than is eaſily to he ima- f 
gined by us. In the epiſtle to the Hebrews we Wpro 
read of fome, who were tortured, not accepting. deli- 
verance, that they might obtain a better reſurrectiun. In 09 
which words there is a manifeſt alluſion to tiſ fe Mace 
of thoſe Jewiſh martyrs, whoſe ſufferings are regrda, Wt: 
ed in the book of Maccabees. And ttis evident at. 
from theuce that they grounded their hopes of a re- 
ſurrection upon the covenant f, which God made 
with their forefathers: - So that from thoſe places, Int 
in which God promiſed to be their God, and to or 
take them for his ſons, they infer'd that they ſhould . 
live With him after this life, and that their bodies 
ſhould alſo partake of the future glory. St. Paul {ir 
ſeems to hint at this way of reaſoning, where he 
calls the reſurrection of the body, the adoption, 
And not only they, but our ſelves alſo, ubo have the 
firſt fruits of the ſpirit, even we our ſelues groan within 
our ſelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemp- on 
tion f our body. From whence it appears that good 
men, who looked upon themſelves as children and Han 
heirs of God, and did not receive their port ion of 
good things in this life, expected a future inheri- d 
tance, to the participation of which” their bodies 
© ſhould be raiſed. And we have another sketch of 
it in the epiſtle to the Hebrews. ** But now they de- Wt 
fire a better country, that is a heavenly: wherefore God 1 

is not aſhamed to be called their God, for he hath prepared 
fas them a city. By which is meant a- place of con- % 
ſummate happineſs, which they ſhall for ever poſſeſs Is; 
in their glorified bodies, after the reſur rection of the t 
dead. And indeed the Jews in general expected that £: 
the Meſſias would raiſe them from their graves ; for i 
which reaſon St. Paul calls his preaching the reſur- F | 
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, In the land of Canaan, and their flouriſhing in all tem- 
o Poral bleſſings, while they ſtedfaſtly ſerved God; 
4 Par were big alfo with greater and eternal bleſſings, 
nd gave them, and their deſcendants the hope of 
ling to a better life. When the Jews were driven 
nto captivity for their ſins, their afflictions ſeem 
> have refined their judgment about a future ſtate : 
nd the nearer they lived to the dawning of the goſ- - 
| light, the clearer views they had of a reſurrec- 
on. And that they might not only form their ex- 
ations upon ſuch plain words as we find in 
aniel, but upon ſome paſſages of the law it ſelf, 
ay be fairly collected from Sn St. Paul ſays in 
s defence beſore Lyſias. But this I anfefe unto 
+, that after the way which they call. hereſy, ſo worſhip 
ol e God of my fathers, believing all things, which are 
de- Witten in the law and the prophets; and have hope th- 
od Nd God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there 
ted W!! be a reſurreioh of the dead both of the juſt and the 
on- . But whatever knowledge the Jews had of 
great truth at any time, it may be truly ſaid 
it our Lord tf hath brought life and immortality to hight 
ugh his goſpel. For he hath not only revealed it 
them, who were without this hope in the world: 
hath alſo — them a more clear and certain 
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knowledge than was ever afforded to the jeu 
We do not learn this truth from obſcure hints, by 
from expreſs and full declarations ; for he fait 
* Marvel not at this for the hour is coming, in 
which all that are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, ay 
ſhall come forth; they that have done good to the reſu 
rection of life, and they that have done evil to the Mt 
ſurrection of damnation. By railing others, by riln 
again himſelf, by many diſtin& promiſes, he hu 
given a moſt firm, and comfortable aſſurance of 
Joyful reſurrection to them who obey his comman( 
The righteous man therefore might in the time of t 
law, and much more may he under the goſpel, expe 
that his body ſhall riſe from the duſt in a mo 
beautiful form, endow'd with more excellent pn 
perties. In the future ſtate, it will not be ſubj 
to pain or ſickneſs, but will be bleſs'd with conſt: 
eaſe and health. It will feel no weakneſs, no 
cays; but will be ever ſtrong and vigorous. Th 
it will be refined from all groſs and heavy partic 
and be made more ſpiritual and active. The coup 
tenance will not then wither with age, nor be off: 
caſt with forrow ; but bloom with perpetual you 
and ſhine with never fading glory. In a word 
will die no more, f For this corruptible muſt pu 
incorruption, aud this mortal muſt put on immortality. 

4. The dying ſaint hopes that after his reſurred 
he ſhall live for ever in a ſtate of moſt conſumn 
bliſs. This alſo good men expected before, and 
der the cloudy diſpenſation of the law. For 
faith by which the elders received a good repor 
defined to be the || ſubſtance of things hoped | 
the evidence of things not ſeen. Abraham for 


his country, and reſign'd himſelf to the condud of 
The Almighty, ** becauſe he booked for a city which © 

.  . foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God: And 

ſes bravely deſpiſed the honors of the Egyff 1 

© _* Johnv. 28,29. f 1 Cor. xv. 53, || Heb, xi.1. all 
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gurt, chußfiug rather to ſuffer affliftion with the people of 
od than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſiu for a ſeaſon - for 
e had 'reſpett:»to the recompence "of the reward. With 
his faith the ſucceeding worthies were animated in 
heir brave exploits, and heroick ſufferings. But 
et the chriſtian religion gives us brighter diſcoveries 
the future world, and deſcribes it to us in ſuch a 
ariety of lively and ſublime figures, as may con- 
ince us that it Will infinitely exceed the beſt enjoy- 
nents of this life, and will be every way ſutable to 
dur natures. We perceive now that the trouble or 
pleaſure of the mind variouſly affects the body; that 
he health or ſichlineſs of the body makes different 
prefſians on the mind. But how happy will their 
nion be hereafter, when each ſhall be made moſt 
derfect, ſhall ſhare and increaſe the felicity of the 
drher ; when the continual joys of the exalted mind 
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jo hall pre ſerve the vigour and beauty of the body; ; 
The pure and ſpiritual. body ſhall convey moſt agree- 
tidWable ſenſations to the mind, and never more clog its 


refined thoughts, nor interrupt its joyful contempla- 
tions? In heaven the righteous will attain to that 
perfect holineſs, after which he now aſpires, and 
which will make up a great part of his happineſs. 
All irregular : paſſions, impure affections, and ſinful 
actions diſorder. the mind, as throwing it into an 
unnatural ſtate. It is here moſt eaſy, when it is 
conſcious to itſelf of pure affections, and a virtuous 4 
deportment. How happy will it be when all moral, AF" 
imperfections are done away, when the judgment 
ſhall never err, the will ſhall conſtantly chute aright, 

the affections ſhall be always fix'd on the beſt and 

moſt proper objects, and all the faculties and powers 

of mind and body ſhall be employ'd in the molt holy 

exerciſes? As ſociable creatures we deſire agree- 
able company, and can we wiſh to be better than 

with the bleſſed God, with holy angels and ala 
tied lathts in heaven ?, O happy by + wheres * 
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and love will for ever reign; where will be no con 
tention nor uneaſineſs, becauſe there will be n 
miſtakes nor miſunderſtandings, no different int 
reſts nor paſſions! In heaven the intellectual powen 
will be vaſtly improved. We ſhall perceive with 
greater eaſe and clearneſs; and judge with mon 
truth and certainty, We ſhall then eafily compre 
hend thoſe things, which now baffle all the painsan( 
ſtudy of the moſt penetrating wits. Who can noy 
imagine what amazing diſcoveries of truth will bt 
made to us in the brightneſs of the heavenly glory; 
what treaſures of hidden knowledge the incom- 
prehenſible God can communicate to exalted fpirits 
to all eternity? When we conſider by what floy 
degrees we lay in knowledge, we wonder how the 
mind of an unlearned apoſtle could be inſpired 
with diverſe tongues in an inſtant ; and yet this give 
us but a faint idea of the enlargement of our under- 
ſtandings in the life to come. But do nor ſuppoſe 
that a vaſt eternity will be taken up in gazing on 
the glories of heaven, in rapturous contemplations 
of the Deity, in intellectual pleaſures and improve -· Nan 
ments enly. For man is an active as well as a con- le: 
templative creature. All action indeed, or all con- 
templation ſoon tires us here. A due mixture of both 
is moſt delightful to us, and beſt preſerves the vi- 
gour of our whole conſtitution. From whence we may 
conjecture that there will be proper employments 
for the righteous above, beſides ſinging the praiſes 
of the great God and their bleſſed Redeemer. And 1 
tho we are not now able to determine what they Ne- 
will be; yet, if we conſider the boundleſs extent of Ha 
the creation, we may not unreaſonably ſuppoſe that Ip 
God will not only entertain us at his court, but will Nit 
alſo employ us as his miniſters and agents abroad. Iv 
However this be; the future happineſs will undoubt- 

edly content our Jargeſt deſires, and far ſurpaſs our 

moſt raiſed conceptions, For it doth ot jet appear 

„ | what 


death of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Gould. 19 
* what we ſhall be. The glory of all is, that it will 
not be uncertain, nor ſubject to the changes and diſ- 


uninterrupted ; our happineſs will never ceaſe, but 
will receive continual additions. 


III. I ſhall proceed to demonſtrate the great hap- 
pineſs of the righteous man in having theſe hopes, 
when he is about to leave this world, EQ 

1. Now this will appear from the conſideration 
of the time it ſelf. For men never have more need 
of ſubſtantial comfort, than at the time of their 
departure. They then make a truer judgment of 


which it puts on at other times. Then conſcience 
is wakeful, and not eaſily to be impoſed upon by 
flattering excuſes. Then the minds of bad men are 
ſo taken up with the thoughts of death and another 
world, ſo confounded with guilt and deſpair, that 
 onfiithey can take no pleaſure in thoſe things, in which 
onslthey moſt of all delighted. Then the amuſing ſhew, 


eaving no ſatisfaction in the minds of them, who 


nours, large poſſeſſions or immenſe heaps of treaſure 
ſignify to them, who cannot ſo much as reliſh their 
neceſſary food, and are hovering on the borders of 
eternity? Nay, that inordinate love of preſent 
things, which hinder'd their purſuit of future bleſ- 


nd Iſings, will be fo far from yielding them any true 


1ey conſolation, that it will perplex their minds with 
of Fanguiſh and regret. They will be infinitely dif- 


bat pleas d with themſelves for placing their happineſs 


appointments. Our joys will be pure, unmixed, 


things, and do not ſee this world in that fair diſguiſe, 


and glittering pomp of this world will paſs away, 


moſt fondly admired it. What do titles and ho- 


i 
? 


vill Jin things ſo fleeting and unſatisfactory. The good I J x 


Av * 1 John ni. 2. 
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conſciences upbraid them with a miſpent life. The 
will be ſenſibly eonvinc'd, that there is no pleaſan 
like to that of a good conſcience; and that e 


20 ASERMON occaſion d by the 
their beds, will give them no eaſe, if their own 


grounded hopes of the divine favour would do the 


2 0 
more good than all the world. How happy then ig pre 
the righteous man, who is in that ſtate upon a dying no 
bed in which all men wiſh to be? He hath peace i up 
his own mind, when all outward comforts fail; e 
and when men can do him no good, the thoughts ar 
God, whom he bath ſincerely obey'd, revive h , 
drooping ſpirits. The foretaſtes of his future glotiſ w 
give him ſolid fatisfa&ion, when he can have tif} . 
pleaſure in preſent things, but in thinking that ! 
did not love them too mu en. «il #- 

2. The hope which he then entertains, will ald Þ 
make it eatv for him to leave this world. Meiß r. 
ate apt to complain much of it; but, aſter all, it i 7 
a very convenient habitation for us ii a ſtate of trial {+ 
and aflords us many defirable accommodations i ! 
our pilgrimage through it. We here meet with ma © 

ny things to ſupply our wants, and to gratify ou t 
ſeveral appetites. Whatever our temper or inch 
nation be, we may find agreeable converſation and 
employments, No wonder then, if the bad man} 1 

when death lays hold on him, clings faſt about thief * 

world, and is unwilling to let it go, becauſe hill 


hath no hope of a better lite. He may think f 
good for him to be here, being afraid to go to 1 
worle place. Tis true, there are many evils in this 
life, of which the wicked hath his ſhare ; fo that 
tho his exceſſive paſſion for this world may make 
harder for him to part with ir, yet even he would be 
glad to be more happy than it can make him, and 
would be leſs unwilling to depart, if he could hope 
for a better condition, and did not fear the conſe- 
quence of dying. But he is like a condemn'd male- 


factor, who had rather remain in priſon unpleaſant 
s it is, than be dragged away to execution. The 
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caſe of the righteous is far otherwiſe, and-infinitely 
more to be deſired. For he hath ſeen the yanity of 
all theſe things, and made a wiſer choice in time. 
The pleaſures of a holy life, and the expectation of 
2 better world have diſengaged his affections from 
preſent enjoyments. He may chearfully meer death, 
not looking back with regret on this uncertain ſtate, 
upon theſe periſhing riches, Who knows he ſhall * 
enter into the reſt which remaineth for the people of God, 
and f ſhall have in heaven a better and an enduring ſub- 
ſtance. If he is poor and afflicted in his condition, 
what need he deſire a reprieve from death, who 
knows that he ſhall be deliver'd from all his troubles ; 
t that an inberitunce incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, is reſerved for him in heaven. Nay, 
he may take leave of his deareſt friends with. the leſs 
reluctance, becauſe he ſhall converſe with the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect, and live wich the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, who died tor him ; whom he here loved 
more than father and mother, than brethren and ſiſ- 
ters, or any other relation: eſpecially ſince he knows 
their ſorrows for his death will be mingled with the 
ſatisfaction of thinking that his removal is infinitely 
to his advantage. Now foraſmuch as all muſt leave 
this world; whois happier, he who leaves it with 
pleaſure and decency, becauſe he is prepared for a 
better place ; or he who goes away with uneaſy de- 
fires of ſtaying, becauſe he hath left the principal 
work of his life undone? "OL 
3. Moreover his hope will place him above the 
fear of dying. The love of life is ſo ſtrong in all, 
the thoughts of a diflolution ſa Jawful, that death 
cannot but be ſliocking to human nature. Tis theres 
fore greatly to be wiſhed that we had ſome effectual 
conſolations againſt the fear of it. Moſt certainly 
it is not the thoughts of leaving a bad world, nor 
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time ſubject to bondage through fear of death. As they 


| bled with many gloomy thoughts, and many anxious 


company of their friends here, than to put off their 


life. That, which makes it ſo dreadful, is the fear 


ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the lau, 


y 
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tting off a crazy body, which can conquer the 
tears of ſo dreadful an enemy; much leſs the me- 
lancholy apprehenſions of ſinking into nothing, 
which may even chill the blood of conſcious beings, 
The heathens are ſaid to have been all their Ii g 


were entitely ignorant of a reſurrection, and in 
general had but wavering conjectures of the ſoul's 
exiſtence after this life, they could not but be trou- 


fears. It might ſeem better to them to enjoy the 


bodies for ever. Nay the apoſtle ſeems to acknow- 
ledge that a diſſolution is not deſirable in it ſelf, 
when he ſaith, f Not for that ue would be unclot hed, 
but clothed upon; that mortality might be ſwallow'd up 
of life. Death indeed is not ſo terrible, if it be 
conſider'd as the beginning of a better and immortal 


of being convey'd into a worſe condition, + The 


as St. Paul faith ; but thanks be to God, who hath given 
us the viftory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He hath 
diſarmed this enemy of all his terrors, by taking 
away the guilt of ſin, and by giving us lively hopes 
of a glorious reſurrection, If it be ſtill terrible to 
any, it muſt be ſo to him who does not obey the 
goſpel. Well may he tremble, and ſhrink back, 
who is arreſted by death, before he hath repented 
of his ſins, and made his peace with God. But 
when a man hath forſaken his evil ways, and hath e 
{incerely devoted himſelf to a religious life, the fear 

of dying gradually wears off; becauſe his iniqui- N 
ties are forgiven, By conſtant perſeverance in well En 
doing he will arrive to greater aſſurance of his fu- II. 
ture happineſs, from whence the thoughts of another Er 
world will become delightful to his mind. And thoſe Ne 


2 
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hopes 
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hopes of heaven which chear his ſpirit in the ſharpeſt |, 
rials and afflictions of his life, will carry him through 
this laſt conflict with comfort and ſucceſs. He fears 
got death as an enemy, but can bid him welcome as 
a friend, who will deliver him from all his pains and 

aladies, and will ſafely conduct him to a place 
of reſt and joy. He hath therefore the moſt rational 

rounds for comfort in his death, and need not be 


afraid and ſurpriz'd, when his diſſolution approaches. 
= And how many martyrs have joyfully paſt through the 


James, and patiently endur'd the moſt racking tor- 
ures, as knowing that they ſhould certainly riſe a- 
gain; and that“ Feſus Chriſt will change their vile bo- 
ly, that it may be faſhion'd like unto his glorious body, ac- 
ordiag to the working, whereby he is able to ſubdue all 
\ ings unto himſelf, 

4- Beſides theſe advantages, his hopes will give 
im much joy and tranquillity. He is then nearer to 
e poſſeſſion of that inheritance for which he hath it 
atiently waited, and his mind is more withdrawn | 
om things below; ſo that, he will have more ſted- 
aſt views of his future glory. How glad may he be 
hat he hath ſafely paſſed the weary ſtages of human 
fe, and happily eſcaped the ſnares and pollutions of 
1 evil and tempting world? There are none of 
ole things which I have ſhewn to be the matter of 
is hope, but will afford him much ſatisfaction, when 
is on the confines of eternity. We feel ſach joys 
$ we are ſometimes hardly able to contain, when 
e expect to meet with a dear friend, after a long 
ſence. With how much more raviſhing joys may 
> be tranſported, who will ſhortly ſee the bleſſed 
(us, and all thoſe illuſtrious perſons, whoſe rare 
rtues and great wiſdom made them the delight of 
ankind ? The finding out of any conſiderable truth . 
re gives us a reaſonable ſatisfaction; how much 
cater may he enjoy, who is removing into that 
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ledge at once, than we acquire in all our lives 7 


corruptions, and the primitive rectitude of his natuy 


the painful agonies of a dying body, to think whal 
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Rate, where all his miſtakes will be, rectiſied, and i 
his doubts reſoly'd ; where he will, gain more knowl 


hath formerly experienc'd great contentment in gaig 
ing the conqueſt over -temptations, and in making 
farther advances towards perfect holineſs; how my 
pleaſanter will be the thoughts of living in thok 
bleſſed regions, where he ſhall be refin'd from al 


will be at the ſame time;reſtor'd and improv'd. Hoy 
pleaſant is a recovery from ſickneſs, where, a relapſ 
is poſſible? May it not then juſtly comfort him unde 


a glorious one he ſhall inhabit for ever? In a word 
he may then rejoice as one who hath been violent 
toſſed on a ſtormy ſea, and is juſt entering the wiſh's 
for haven with a fair and proſperous gale; as .ont 
who hath won a race, and is ready to lay his hand 
on the defired prize. Theſe things are not too mud 
magnified. We have all heard of good men wh 
have been willing to leave the world on theſe ad 
counts, and have rejoiced in expectation of their a0 
vantageous change. St. Paul triumpli'd in the view 
of death, when coming upon him in the moſt form 
dable manner; I have fought, a good fight, I have 
wiſh'd my courſe, I have kept the faith: heuceforth is then 
laid up for me a crown of rigbteouſueſi, which the Lo 
the righteous judge ſhall give me at that day; and not to 

only, but unto all them alſo who love hit appearance. 
«Rt: may be objected that many who appear to bf | 
good men, die without hope, and are tronbled wit 
uneaſy doubts, and fearful miſgivings about thet 
eternal ſtate, nay ſometimes exen deſpair of ſaly 
tion. To which it may be anſwer'd that ſome 
theſe are not really good men, tho they are charit 
bly judged to be ſo by their acquaintance. The) 
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* ire perhaps in the neglect of ſome great duties of 
eligion, or in the commiſſion of ſome ſecret ſins, 
- Which ſpoils their hope, when they reflect more ſe- 

joully, on their ſtate: for the hope of the hypocrite ſha} 
eriſb. As for thoſe who are righteous indeed, their 
ope will be more weak or lively, according to the 
ſs or greater care they have taken to make their 
alling and ele&ion ſure. Some may depart with 
ifarisfy'd minds, becauſe a vaſt concern about their 
ature ſtate. makes them over ſcrupulous and fearful ; 
nd if they have a great deal of melancholy in their 
onſtitution, they may even condemn themſelves, 
ho they are approv'd of God. There are many 
alſe notions of God and religion in the world, 
bich often diſturb the minds of men in a time of 
onWecalth, and may alſo be uncomfortable to them 
n their laſt fickneſs. Some good men have made 
Wreat ſlips, which tho they prove not finally de- 
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heir minds. Many who are in the main good | 
nen, who daily pray to God, and keep them- 4 
elves from wilful ſins; yet do not frequently ſettle 
heir accounts with him, for which cauſe they can- 
not make a true judgment of their ſtate, but are 
ut into a fright, when they are ſurpriz'd with the 
ummons of death. Beſides, the nature of a diſtem- 
Fer may be ſuch as clouds the underſtanding, and ſo 
clipſes the hape of a dying faint. But ſueh caſes 
{riſe from the fault, or infirmities of men, and can- 
hei Rot be juſtly charged upon religion, whieh is a ſure 
ground for comfort at all times. Abating inſtances 
of this kind, it is true that the righteous man hath | 
-icF40pe in his death; and he, who is ſincerely {o, dies | 
afely, tho he be nor full of thoſe joys which others | 
Fexperience;: and is conſequently happy in his end 1 
Ewhich is not the caſe of the ſinner who deludes hin 


feif with ill-grounded- hopes, or dies in horrible 
li D dee. 
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deſpair and confuſion. And undoubtedly as all pri 
ſuming ſinners will be fadly diſappointed at laſh 
ſo ſome good men will be moſt agreeably fat 


prized with thoſe joys of which they were ready us * 
deſpair. 1 5415 01909 101 © 4. on... 
— 31 hoj 


I ſhall now make ſome improvement of what hatl 
been id. Aud. een 04716 - 

1. It may direct us in judging of our ſtate with re 
ſpect to God and another world. And in this im 
portant concern we may not truſt to ſome goo 
wiſhes, or tranſient fits of devotion; nor may We 
judge favourably of our ſelves becauſe of thoſe plea 
ſing raptures, or ſenſible emotions, which we ma 
fometimes experience in the ſervice of God. 
deſirable as theſe may be, they are no ſure: ſigns 0 
a good ſtate, becauſe they depend very much. of 
the conſtitution, the health, or the circumſtances d 
men, which are nothing at all, or very little in thei 
power. Good men cannot always work themſelve 
into great fervors of ſpirit, and bad men are: ſome 
times very much affected. Nor is any: particulalif 
good diſpoſition or chewy a ſufficient indication oft 
good {tate 5 becauſe theſe may not flow from reli 
gious principles, and may be canſiftent. with ver 
great immoralities. We are to confider whether we 
are righteous men, wha have a ſettled purpoſe ii 
our hearts to ſerve and glorify God, and do con- 
form to his will in the whole tenour of our lives 
We may hope for ſalvation by Chriſt; if we obſerve 
all the terms of it. This is an eaſy and ſafe way 
of trying our ſtate ; and our. hope grounded on this. 
bottom will be ſteady as our practice : it will gather | 
firengti with our virtue; and continually riſe higher 
till it be agreeably loſt in the fruition of endleſs glo- c 
ry. But where either melancholy, or falſe notions in 
religion, lead even' good people to try themſelves: by 


other ways, their hopes ebb and floy very uncer: 


tainly, 
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ainly, and are altogether” as : precarious as. thoſe 
marks, whereby they try their ſincerity ; their minds 
being ſometimes as much depreſſed with trouble, 
is at other times they are elevated with joy. 

2. We plainly ſee the great difference between; the 
hopes of the wicked, and thoſe of the righteous. 
The former nexer ſinds that ſatis faction in his evil ways 
which he premiſed himſelf; but the pleaſures of a ho- 


heel life anfwer the higheſt expectations of the latter. 
3 im As for a comfortable death, tis what no man can 


juſtly hope for, while he lives in the habitual practice 
of ſin. If he; cheriſh any hope thereof, it muſt be 
altogether groundleſs; for: it s abſolutely declared, 
hat without holineſs no man ſball ſee the Lord. Now 
very one may eaſi ly know what his own inclina- 
tions and actions are; and if he be conſcious to him- 
felt that he liveth - wickedly, he may be ſure his 
hopes are merely deluſive. Nothing can give him 
ſo much cauſe to hope, as his ſins may give him to 
deſpair. Nor is there any way for him to obtain 
a well- grounded aſſurance, but by breaking off all 
his iniquitiesse Tis not denied but that ſome bad 
men may entertain hopes of dying happily, becauſe 
hey intend to repent hereafter; but ſuch ſlender 
opes ſurely are very diſterent from thoſe which re- 
ſult from a holytlife; or becauſe: they deceive them- 
ſelves, chinking their condition to be better than it 
is. They rely on a form of godlineſs, on ſuch a 
faith as is void of good works; they are deluded 
by falſe principles, or judge of themſelves by thoſe 
things which are no certain marks of a ſtate of ſalva- 
tion. But on whatſoever they build their expectation 
ſhort of ſuch a faith in the Mediator, as is accompa- 
nied with a good life, it will not abide the ſhock of 
death, like that of the righteous man, but will fly 
away, as well as all their ſinful delights, and leave 
byf them in a comfortleſs ſtate ; their ſelf:deceit adding 
cer: to their miſery and vexation. How affecting is it to 

| D 2 behold 


1 


$i 
1 
7 


j 
| 
1 


. 
— — —-„—¼ * 
7 ws — 


FF 
* ä 


K 2 2 3 2 — <->. 
4 ” * o al”... * * — — — - — 
2 — ———— 6.3 9 * * 
— DE Rh . — 3 2 
— Nee r N F : G 
, a a : , Ts — =" gs Op 
A 


— — 
— 


* 
* us — 7 * 
_ en Abies 4 Hat 2 
—_— 
* 


28 A SERMON occafiond by the | 


any are fo fecure in their deluſions as to out- bra 


behold ſuch in the agonies of death, exclaiming 
gainſt themſelves for their fins, deſpairing of 'thi 
mercy of God, unwilling to go hence becanſe theylc 
are not prepar d, deſirous to come back that they mayſiſfit 
be put upon their trial again, but forc'd away by unf 
relenting death in all this anguiſh and deſpair! { 


the -terrors of death, how will they be confoundel 
before the awful tribunal of Chriſt, when all thei 
cuil fhall be awaken'd, and ſudden fear ſhall comfÞu 
upon them? Who can deſcribe the dejection of rhei 
looks, the trembling of their limbs, the horror an 
agony of their minds, when their ſhort- liv d hoe 
mall be turned into utter deſpair, and they ſhall "bt 
{ent aw ay into everlaſting deſtruction with all th 
-workers of imquity 2: ); 0M 
3. The end of the righteons manifeſtly proves thi 
"wiſdom of a religious life. As men have no certail 
continuance here, and death will ſhortly determine 
their ſtate for ever, the wicked man is extremely fod 
liſh, who prefers. thoſe pleaſures which will en 
with this life; who doth what wiſl expoſe him 
thofe future evils, whereof he is forewarned, an 
will deprive him of that perfect happineſs, which hi 
deſires to obtain: but the righteous is truly wiſi 
who provides real comfort againſt the trying time 
death, and takes ſuch courſes as directly lead to th 
happy end, at which he aims. Tho he deny hi 
ſelf ſome gratifications, and endure ſome hard 
thip in his way, yet his wiſdom. muſt be confeſſed ib 
becauſe this life, when drawn out to the full lengthiſt 
is but as a moment in compariſon of eternity: anf. 
therefore the pleaſures of fin, which are but for i. 
ſcaſon, were they attended with fewer perplexitis 
than they are, cannot fairly come in competition witli 
eternal bleſſings, which are infinitely more excelle 
in their own nature. His wiſdom will farther ap 
pear, when it is conſider'd that the paths which leadſſſt 
hin 
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or religion preſerves and improves the innocent 
pleaſures of life, by commanding temperance, pu- 
ity, and other virtues ; only forbidding thoſe wild 
xcelles which break the peace of the mind, impair 
he health, and bring on innumerable evils. It gives 
im ſuch. pleaſures as will ſweeten the bittereſt cup 
of affliction, and make even the dregs of life go 
own pleafantly ; fuch as death cannot take away, 
but will exalt into eternal joys. reg, 430 7 

4. If the righteous hath ſuck hope in his death, he 
goth not leave us without comfort, and therefore our 
orrow ſhould not be exceſſive. The death of the 
ighteous, eſpecially if he be a faithful miniſter of 
hriſt, is a great loſs to the publick as well as to his 
vn friends and relations, upon ſeveral accounts. 
hen ſuch are taken away, we ought not to be un- 
zoncern'd. We cannot but be grieved for their 
death, if we bore a ſincere affection to them. But 
zen we ſhould not ſo bewail their death as if 
re forgot that the loſs is wholly our own, and that 
hey gain infinitely by dying. We ſhou'd not paſ- 
jonately wiſh them back again, which may argue 
uch kindnefs to our- ſelves, but cannot be true 
ove to them, who are gone from a troubleſom world, 
ind are as happy as we can with them to be. Im- 


50d, if it make us repine at his providence ; and 
may be prejudicial to our-ſelves, if it hinder us from 


beſt uſe weican make of the death of the righteous, 
is to learn from thence the neceſſity of a holy life, 
in order to prepare for another world; and to take 
ncouragement to be followers of them in every 
hing which is good and praiſe-worthy. This will 
nable us to bear their death in a chriſtian man- 
ner; and can we give a better proof of our affec- 
2adition to them than by manifeſting our ſincere - 

| ire 


jim to ſo comfortable an end are all paths of peace. 


noderate-griet can do them no good, but may offend 


dehaving aright under ſuch à diſpenſation. The 
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30 A SERMON occafiond by the 
fire to live for ever with them, by a conſtant im 
tation of their virtue? | 
But I ſhall proceed to obſerve that the truth of ou 
text was exemplify'd in our deceaſed brother; for a 
he lived righteouſly, ſo he departed in peace. F 
this he laid a good foundation by an early conver 
ſion to God. According to the advice of the wile 
man, he remember d his creator in the days of hi 
0 and devoted . himſelf to his ſervice by holy 
zptiſm about the fourteenth year of his age. T 
he well knew that the external ablution avails ng 
thing, unleſs our minds are renew'd by the ſpirit 
of God; yet he thought it his duty to imitate hi 
bleſſed Saviour in fulfilling all righteouſneſs, and 
that he ought neither to neglect nor think meanly qi. 
an inſtitution, which is an apt ſign of our rege 
neration, and a proper pledge of our reſolution t 
live in conformity to his precepts. Having tha 
wiſely: dedicated himſelf to his; Saviour beti 
he procur d to himſelf the pleaſures of a holy lik; 
and prevented thoſe miſchie vous conſequences 
which men bring upon themſelves, thoſe hazard 
which they run, in a bad courſe. For he behave 
well in his holy profeſſion, and always preſerved 
ſerious ſenſe of religion upon his mind. He ker 
himſelf from the vanities of youth; and as he ad 
vanc'd in years, he made a becoming progres jul 
the chriſtian life. His proficiency in uſeful knowl d 
ledge was ſo great, that he was called to the miſt; 
niſtry ſooner than ordinary. Nor did he conten cat: 
himſelf with perſuading others to live well, but wal; 
a fair example of all chriſtian virtues; which gain! 
him much reſpect, and a good reputation with al 
who were acquainted with him. „ 
He was very compaſſionate, and was alway ri 
ready to do good according to his ability. Hime 
friendſhip was ſincere and hearty, for he would u w. 
55 1 on 
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death of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Gould. 3 i 
nly pity his diſtreſſed friends, but relieve them 
o, as far as he could. In other relations he de- 
ean'd himſelf, as became a chriſtian and a mini- 
er. In his own family he did not only keep up 
zily prayer, which every private chriſtian ought 
do; but he allo explained to his children and 
rvants ſome part of the ſcriptures, which were 
Had, inſtructed them in the principles of religion, 
Wd urged the practice of it upon them, with great 
rioaſneſs: which, things I doubt are much neg- 
fed in moſt families. „ 8 7 


al in his enquiries after it. For tho he would 
Wot raſhly take up a new opinion, yet he was not 
SB hamed to alter his mind upon full conviction, if 
A: perceiv'd any notion to be diſſonant from the 
ord of God, upon which he formed his judgment 
t matters of religion. Many ſeem to have ſo high 
© veneration for thoſe opinions, in which they have 


ine into the truth of them. Such may poſſibly be 
ce the right, but if they are, it is by mere acci- 
arent ; and had they been brought up under men of 


ether principles, they muſt have been unavoidably 
d d into miſtakes. e 1 
ep Tho he thought himſelf bound to live in 'com- 
av! 


8 10 
OW 
my 
tent 
Wagich them; which indeed gives a man the faireſt 


un Sportunities of promoting the truth. And ſurely 


nfion came neareſt to primitive chriſtianity, yet 


ations. He reſpected them for their good quali- 


this imperfe& ſtate, in which the wiſeſt and the 
tt of men are liable to miſtakes, we ought not ta 
Na rigid and cenſorious: but ſhould have charity for 


men, who diſcover a ſincere regard to truth; and 
no whom the image of God is renewed in righreouſ 
onl 3 1 . 2 
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nol He was a ſincere lover of truth, and very impar- 


appen'd to be educated, that they dare not exa- 
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union with thoſe churches, which in his appre- 
did not raſhly judge chriſtians of other denomi- 


cations, and would hold a friendly correſpondence 
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neſs and true holineſs Certainly that cannot be iar 
right and prudent zeal, which ſo contracts the heal. 
of men, that they can have no good will for ot as 
chriſtians ; or ſo imbitters their ſpirit, as maly er) 
them ſpeak evil of, and perſecute them, who dine 
from their ſentiments ; tho they be otherwiſe geit 
and valuable men. £2 99,4 
There ſeem d to be in his temper a happy mixt no 
of gravity and good humour, which made his cas 
verlation profitable as well as pleaſant. For Not 
loved to talk of religious matters, and did notte 
little lament that religious diſcourſe is growu 1 
much out of faſhion. e 1 
His humility was very great, ſo that he was rea hoſ 
to learn of others, and to prefer them before hin c 
ſelf. And this diſpoſition, ſo amiable in the ſight ear 
God and men, ſo becoming this frail conditiaitt 
could not but much tend to his advancement I V 
knowledge. For as too fond a conceit of their ow lif 
parts and attainments tempts men to neglect ¶ rr 
means of improvement ; ſo humility continua a 
ſtirs them up to greater application and diligen im 
And indeed by conſtant ſtudy of the ſcriptures, Meal 
by reading other uſetul books, he had laid in a go ir 
ſtock of divine knowledge, and was able to dithifi 
courſe upon the ſeveral points of religion with greſſis « 


I, confeſs I have not often heard him ſpeak in piPod 
lick, but when I did hear him, his diſcourſes we pe! 
judiciouſiy compoſed ; the matter of them was ſouſeft 
and well digeſted ; the language proper and op n 


His mind, enriched with theſe and other exeſas 
lent endowments, was lodged in a body ſubjectſ hi 
frequent infirmities; which was ſo far from 
ſrur ing His Virmies, that it ſet them in a fairer lig . — 
and gave him am opportunity of exerciſing gu. 
patience and reſigastion 30 the will of God. by 
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ng lived in the practice of theſe and other chriſ- 
jan duties, he was prepared for death, and bore his 
alt ſickneſs with 'a ſweet compoſure of mind. He | 
as quickly ſenſible of his approaching end, and 
ery Willing to die, having lived many yearsabove 
he fear of death. When he was asked how it was 
vith him,” he manifeſted ſtrong and comfortable e 
opes in the mercy of God through a Rede emen; 
ow ing that to him, to live was Chriſt, but to die n 
has gain: and he ſhew 'd ſome concern that he W .us 
jot able to ſay ſo much as he wou'd | to thoſe who ' LO 
ttended him in his ſickneſss. 2 
I cou'd wiſh his character had been dawn by! de 
nore able to do him juſtice ; but theſe are ſome f 
hoſe things, which, I have either obſerved myſelf. 
n our ſhort, alas! too ſhort. friendſhip ;-' or haue 
ht heard from, one, who was inrimarely e by 
ov ith him for ſeveral years. P 
We have all cauſe to lament the loſs of fo valuable A... 
life, and to ſympathize moſt tenderly with you hits 
rrowful relict. The death of ſo tender a husband, Oe 
agreeable a companion, maſt be hard to bear. 
ime and religious conſideration only can wholly , 
al ſo great a wound. Jet abandon not your ſelt - - 
0 immoderate trouble, but imitate the calm ſab- = 
ifion to the will of Goc. which he exerciſed in alt 5 
is ſickneſs. Your dear relatiot 5 is taken from vou; 90 
ut he is taken away by the infinitely wiſe aud good 
paſſed, who hath promiſed that all things mall Worte 
we gether for good to them, who love him. He hath | | 
out all the enjoyments of this life; but he is gone _ 
d manſions inconceivably more happy: He hath 
t the company of his dear friends, by. whom he 
eas much beloved; but he is with the Lord, which 
ect . is 5 unſpeakably beiter * . wighrhavelive FS 
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1 M. - Gould died in his fortied year. Fan 
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34 ASERMO Noccaſiond by the © 
much longer, conſidering his age; but he lin 
long enough to do much good, to leave an excelle 
example, and to ſecure to himſelf a happy eternitj 
Let his ineſtimable gain mitigate your grief. Sq 
row not as thoſe, who have no hope; but comma 
your paſſion as becomes a chriſtian, who believe 
will riſe again to immortal glory, and hope ya 
ſelf to live for ever with him. Put your truſt in G 
who is able to ſanctify all your afflictions, to mal 
up all your loſſes, and hath manifeſted a peculi 
care for thoſe in your condition. Let your reſq 
to his memory be ſhewn by your affection to 
children, whom exhort to follow him in thoſe pat 
of righteouſneſs, in which he walked with ſo mu 
- pleaſure and reputation. I can wiſh you no great 
bleſſings, than that you may always imitate his li 
and be as happy in your death. 3 
| ,  - , You, my brethren, of this congregathon have r 
ſeion to be much concerned for the death of your wd 
= * ; thy elder, under whoſe care and miniſtry you mig 
ave enjoy'd much comfort and edification. H 
die lived longer with you before his removal | 
'  __ death, I am perſuaded you would have been md 
llenſible of his worth, and of your own loſs. IF: 
;.. © _— -a$ henuſcd to converſe very freely with me, I kno 
| be had formed great deſigns of doing good 
| his Ration: and I will preſume to ſay that his 
would nothave been exemplary to you only, but 
1 fo to his brethren in the miniſtry, But tho dei 
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hach put an end to all his good deſigns, and yi 
will hear his voice no more; this mournful diſpe 
lation loudly calls upon yon to be ſerious and watd 
ful each of you in particular, and alſo to act well 
all things as a chriſtian ſosiety. You certain 
ho have loſt two uſeſul miniſters in ſo ſhort a in 
: have cauſe to * pray the Lord of the har veſt that het 
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md forth labourers into the harveſt. Let every one 
ie you think himfelf obliged to attend upon the 
Wrord of God in this place; and tho your preſent 
ate be ſome what unſertled, let all your hearts be 
Wg gited in brotherly love. Be of one mind, follow- 
ng after the things which make for peace, and things 
pherewith one may edify another. It will be your 
iſdom and intereſt, and, I truſt, your care and 
ndeavour, to chuſe another as ſoon as poſſible, e- 
Wcry way qualified for fo great and holy a function; 
Wane, who will be able clearly and judiciouſly to ex- 
hound the ſcriptures, and to inſtruct you in all the 
articulars of your chriſtian faith and practice; 
dne who hath a hearty zeal for the glory of God, 
Ind the ſalvation of men; one, who is a lover of 
peace and truth, and will enforce his doctrine by a 
ore and blameleſs converſation. In the mean time 
ve in love and peace; and the God of love and peace 
all be with you, and direct your choice. 1 
I ſhall now conclude this diſcourſe with a brief 
Application to two ſorts of perſons. And firſt ro 
hem, who live righteouſly, and have therefore 
Fcauſe to believe they ſhall die in a happy condi- 
ion. Do you conſider, my brethren, how great 
your happineſs is in being redeemed from your * by 
Fain converſation, and delivered from the flaviſh 
Fears of death: be thankful for ſo great a mercy, 
"1 Wand walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his 
19 kingdom and glory. Keep your ſelves unſpotted from 
74 Ihe world, that you may not weaken your hopes, 
* wr loſe your comfortable evidences for eternal 
b. e en ,,, 
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"ol If a fincere obedience to the will of God have |} 
a"Yziven you good hope through Jeſus Chriſt ; let this 


* Yexcite you ro be ſtedfuſt, umovable, aluums abound- 
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36 A SERMON” occaſion'd by the 


ing in the work of the Lord. Do vat . yal feli 


Font lations more abundant at death: mol 
- certainly it will encreaſe your reward in the King . 
doi of glory. 


7 ways watchtul, and frequently to examine into you 


and not only render your condition ſafe, but wil 


ricus conſideration of their latter end. Undoubt: 


— + | Us _ ͤ——4—— — 


14 


can, and make the beſt improvement of every. op | at 


portunity ; becauſe this will in all probability mae * 
1 


Let the uncertainty of life induce you to be a 


& conduct, that you may enjoy the pleaſure of youll © 
gocdd actions, and may timely repent of what yo! 
baye done amiſs, This will prevent alf ſurprizes de 


make your death more comfortable to yourſelvey 
and more ine to others. 

Secondly, I apply my felt tq them who do not 
"tire rightecuſly,. if there be any ſuch here; mo 
| heartily wiſhing. that what hath been ſaid upal 
this ſolemn occaſion may awaken them to à fe: 


op: you: deſire to die the death of the righteous, an 
thas jour latter end may be, like his. And why wil 
nat zou then amend your lives, and-imitate his rig 
- tegus,, converſation 2 Do you hope to go to heaven 
by contrary ways, or do you think all the glories 
it are to be obtain'd by a few tranſient wiſhes 
Are they worth no more than ſome inconſtant de- 
ſires ? Do, vou thus act in things of far leſs con: 
cernment? Do you only wim for health, When 
den are ſick ? Do. you drive on your trades, and 
gain riches by. wiſhing alone? No, you are net: 
ther ſo bappy, nor ſo careleſs in theſe things. Youlf 
gill uſe all proper means, and take a great deal 9 
pains; in theſe - affairs, and even drudge hard to 
compaſs: the enjoy ment of your ſinful pleaſures. And 
is not egen glory, a ſtate of moſt Mperfet. and end- 
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felicity, more worthy of your endeayours, 7 
| as of your wiſhes? Imagine not that Od tz 
regard your ineffectual deſires, while you couE— 
> to provoke him by your Wilful tranſgreſ- 


U * 1 1 
ut you are convinc'd, I doubt not, that you! _ 
S : not die happily 5 unleſs | vou refor m your lives 3 f 

„on therefore I preſume you intend to live hetter 
time. And can, you with this convictign in 

minds ſtill put off your repentance, and run 
deſperate hazard of dying in your ſins? O bold 1.0 
umption! O baſe ingratitude to the kind pre: 
er of your lives, and the gracious redeemer of . 
bouls! But can you ſeriouſly* chuſe the ſhame „ 
diſgrace, the trouble and anguiſh, with all that 9 
and diſmal train of preſent and future evils 
ch follow a finful life? Can you ſtill delight in 9 
bings, which never gave you ſolid ſatisfac: -Y 
which have often wounded your conſciences, 
which you have as often reſolv'd to forſake? 

oſe you have many years to come, will it not 
Infnitely wiſer and better for you to repent and © 
Wired, that you may ſpend the remainder of. 
days in the laſting pleaſure of a good conſciœ- 
. and in the comfortable hope of a bleſſed imm 
con- ut het wil | at dme come, Lib wich you de- A 


heul to be ſo much in earneſt about your ſalvation ?' 
not the allurements of ſin be to you as charm- 1 
and your evil habits as ſtrong, nay ſtronger 
after? And do you know what .a day Will 
oe forth? Are you certain that your ſouls: will 
lde requir'd of you, this nigh ?; Is it not poſſible; ©." . > i 
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Tus" Chriſt. No longer abuſe the mercy 
3 "tience of God: Let not all the ſerious and ay 
EN warnings of his word and pas all the hi 
% and :carneft importunities of his miniſters be loſt 
* on you, and only ferve to * your guilt, 
ruin. May you and all of us ſo monber our 
that "we may apply our hearts to true wiſdom, that 
may have hope in our death, and may 
o hrough our Lord Jeſus 
y now and for erer. Amen. 
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